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Dear Salt Lake Arts Academy Community – Salt Lake Arts Academy students and 
teachers returned to school in Fall of 2021, entering our second pandemic school year with optimism 
and gratitude at being together in person, and with new school leadership in place. Deborah Candler 
joined SLArts in summer of 2021 as Principal and Chief Administrative Officer. Deborah comes 
to SLArts with over 10 years’ experience in school administration. Her commitment to student 
learning, support for exceptional instruction, and dedication to arts education will serve our school 
community well. The Governing Board is confident in her leadership and looking forward to where her 
vision will take our school.  
 
School in the time of COVID has been challenging for all. When school opened in August 2021 COVID 
cases were increasing in the community but SLArts was not allowed to require face coverings. Instead, 
the SLArts’ Governing Board asked the entire SLArts school community to voluntarily follow COVID 
safety recommendations from the Salt Lake County Health Department and the CDC. In an inspiring 
show of community spirit, our students, teachers and staff voluntarily wore face masks throughout 
our school year, helping slow the spread of COVID and keeping kids and teachers in the classroom.  
 
As we enter the Fall of 2022 we are looking forward to a more “normal” school experience, where 
students can expand their academic horizons, joyfully engage the arts, and become the creative, 
confident citizens our school envisions. Thank you for investing your time and resources in SLArts. We 
couldn't build this community and inspire our students and teachers without you. 
 
Julie Bartel 
Governing Board Chair 2022-23 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Arts Enhancing Engagement 

In 2021-22 we continued to witness the power of the Arts in education to build deep and meaningful 
student engagement.  As we navigated the return to school in a “new normal setting,” the arts became 
even more important tools to help students re-engage with in-person learning.   

When students are intrinsically engaged in their 
education, they become more self-directed and 
achieve at higher levels. We have been tracking 
student engagement since December 2020, using 
a tool developed by the Metiri Group. The Metiri 
Student Engagement instrument measures how 
kids feel about their classes, their relationships 
with teachers, and their pride in their work, 
among other metrics. Unsurprisingly, we found 
that student engagement dipped during the 
pandemic, and has increased dramatically now 
that we are all back in school together. Our Faculty 
is placing student engagement as one of our 
school’s highest priorities in the next several years. 



Last year our students were able to experience 
the joy and transformative power of performing 
together again, for their peers and their parents. 
We see these opportunities as critical touchpoints 
that build confidence in young people, and these 
were some of the most missed aspects of school 
during the darker days of the pandemic.  
Performances were held in our Black Box theater 
for fully masked audiences. We were very grateful 
this year to be able to live stream each of our Arts 
Performances – broadening our audience to far-
flung family members and keeping our live 
audience size COVID-friendly. Our Arts and 
Performance offerings this year included: 

“An Evening of Edgar Allen Poe,” a collaborative performance of Drama, Dance and Music, celebrating 
the work of Poe – a festive Halloween performance. 
 
Two Visual Arts installations at the Salt Lake Public Library. In November, student work was on display 
in the Children’s Gallery. In May, a cool transformed skateboard deck installation was mounted in the 
CanTEEN gallery by our 8th Grade students. 

 
Two fun dance Flash Mobs (one at 
Halloween, and one at our end of 
year SLArts FEST) plus a full-length 
Dance Concert featuring work 
choreographed by students and 
guest choreographers.  

 
Three Music Concerts – a Holiday 
Show, a 6th Grade Concert, and a 
Pop and Jazz Night. 

 
“An Evening of Whimsy – The 
Stories of Dr. Suess” performed by 
6th and 7th  Drama students. 
 
Shakespeare’s “Midsummer 
Night’s Dream” – performed by our 
Advanced Drama students. 
 
“Ancient: The Musical,” – an original musical written by our own Lamar Holley, performed by 5th and 6th 
Graders. 

 
A new Community Mural – “You Are Loved “ in front of our building, designed by 7th Grader Kurube 
Whitty, guided by guest mural artist Skylar Chubak. Community members added names of important 
people in their lives, during our end of school year celebration, SLArts Fest. 
 



RISE Testing 2022 SLArts students took the state-mandated “RISE” Assessments in May of 2022. 
Using standardized assessments as measures of achievement has been challenging during the pandemic. 
The tests were not administered in 2020, and in 2021 the large number of remote students opting out of 
testing made the data unreliable. We were pleased to see our students’ scores this Spring approaching 
pre-pandemic levels. RISE measures student “proficiency” in three subjects. Students receiving a “3” or a 
“4” on their RISE test are deemed proficient or excelling on grade-level material in that subject. RISE 
data is just a “snapshot in time” and only tells part of the student achievement story. We continue to 
evaluate students on PEPR (Participation, Effort, Preparation and Risk-Taking) and CAB (Cooperation, 
Atittude and Behavior) in addition to Proficiency, in the belief that cultivation of these additional 
qualities contributes to student achievement. 
 

Spring 2022 RISE Scores: % of Students “Proficient” 
 

Subject Salt Lake Arts Academy  Salt Lake District  Utah State Average 
English Language Arts 64 41 43 
Math 60 37 40.9 
Science 63 40 44 

 



Financial Report FY22 Salt Lake Arts Academy undergoes an independent audit each year. To see 
detailed financial statements, and learn the results of those Audits, visit our website, www.slarts.org, and view 
the documents under “About Us/Financials.”  
 

Revenue – Fiscal Year 2022 Funding Source 
$3,369,845.26 State of Utah 
$199,752.65 Federal 
$62,187.93 Student Fees and Rental of Building to Other 

Nonprofit Groups 
$53,480.14 UTA/Trax Passes Purchases by Families 

$168,136.39 Individuals, Corporate Gifts and Philanthropic 
Foundations 

$201,949.30 After School Fees 
 
$4,055,351.68 

 
TOTAL REVENUE 
 

 
Expenses – Fiscal Year 2022 Category 
$2,330,273.53 Instruction – Teacher and staff salaries, benefits, 

supplies, equipment. 
$591,195.56 Facility – Bond payment, utilities, improvements, 

custodial, repairs. 
$409,413.71 Administration – Salaries, benefits, supplies and 

equipment. 
$197,771.05 After School – Teacher salaries and benefits. 
$455,914,75 Student Support – Staff salaries and benefits. 
$56,712 Transportation – UTA /Trax Passes, Bus Hires 
 
$4,041,280.60 
 

 
TOTAL EXPENSES 

Community Support: Here Comes the 
Sun! So many organizations and individuals invested 
in our public school through gifts of time, talent, and 
treasure. The Sorenson Legacy Foundation continued 
their incredible ongoing support of our school’s “Arts 
Every Day” program, with a gift of $10,000.  The 
Catalyst Foundation and Diana Lady Dougan once 
again inspired our community to stretch by making 
Challenge Grants to our Annual Campaign and the 
SLArts 24 Day of Giving. Both initiatives raised money 
to fund student needs – including technology, 
equipment, Teton Science School scholarships, arts 
supplies and more. The Utah State Board of Education 
(USBE)’s Digital Teaching and Learning (DTL) program 
is helping fund our Digital Portfolio program for all 
students.  
 



These families, friends and community partners made financial investments in our school in 2021-22. We 
are so grateful for this sustaining support! Please notify the office of any errors or omissions: 

 
Amy Yuda and Leandru Schiau 
Abby and Nabil Rizk 
Adina Gardner 
Alexis and Nick Rice 
Alicia Brown 
Allison Richman 
Amber and Aaron Espanet 
Amber Stuart 
Amie and Chuck Williamson 
Amy Edwards and Perry Brown 
Amy Shaffer 
Amy Stowe 
Amy Wadsworth and 
  David Richardson 
Amy Wolfe  
Anay Salazar 
Andrea Jensen and Charlie Boas 
Andrew Love 
Andrew Nelson 
Andy and Katherine Dalton 
Angela and Matt Basso 
Angela Fagerlin and Tony Tsai 
Angela Williams 
Anita Harding 
Ann and Benjamin Fillmore 
Ann Mead 
Anne Carson and Chad Thompson 
Anne Cook and Nathan Vooge 
Anneliese Booher 
Annie and Colter Leys 
Anonymous 
Barbara Troxell 
Betsy and Greg Ostrander 
Bretton Jolley 
Brian Elkington 
Brittany Tobler 
Brooke and Rob Scott 
Bryce Crapse and Joy Qiao 
Carol Louder 
Caroline and Jorge Moreno 
Carolyn and Juan Martinez-Ross 
Carolyn Bone 
Carrie Naughton 
Carrie Schildroth and Paul Rivera 
Catalyst Foundation 
Celeste Rockwood-Jones and  
 Terry Jones 
Celine and Thibaut Goddard 
Charlene and Chris Blackburn 
Charles and Debbie Lyons 

Charles de Lint 
Chris Wilkerson 
Chris and Amy Mautz 
Christina and Preston Hesley 
Christina Wood and  
  Garren Northrup 
Christine and Karl Grafer 
Cinthya Lopez 
Clark and Jennie Stacey 
Claudio Holzner and Sarah Munro 
Clover Sanders 
Community Foundation of Utah;  
  Slovik Charitable Fund 
Cory Pike 
Daniel Armstrong 
David and Ruth Hoyt 
David Witherspoon 
Debbie and Jeff Eckert 
Deborah Candler 
Deborah Feder 
Dganit Herzig Slovik 
Diana Lady Dougan 
Diane Hesley 
Dolly Peach and Felix Leung 
Eliza Conde 
Elizabeth and Keith Benson 
Elizabeth Monson 
Emily and Kevin Shumway 
Emily Andrews Samore 
Emily Christensen 
Emily McMIllan 
Eric and Monica Ramos Carlson 
Erin and Todd Collard 
Fa Sy 
Fabienne Chevance and 
 Kelly Hughes 
Florence and Nicolas Moies-Delval 
Gail and Bob Sanders 
Genevieve Christianson and  
  Shane Larson 
Gwen Maw 
Harmonie Ravarino 
Heather Guanajato 
James and Benedicte Monsen 
Jamie and Jon Gregersen 
Jan Nystrom and Michael Arroz 
Janna and Ron Zamir 
Jared Ainsworth 
 
 

Jason and Jennifer  
  Burrow-Sanchez  
Jason Spaulding and 
  Yvonne Contreras 
Jazzmin McQueen 
Jen Guillory 
Jenn Anderson 
Jennifer and Jeffery Zivkovic 
Jennifer and John Bakken 
Jennifer and Justin Erickson 
Jennifer and Trip Hoffman 
Jennifer Bone 
Jennifer Bowen-Crockett 
Jennifer Brennan 
Jennifer Goldman Luthy and  
  Thomas Luthy 
Jennifer Lehmbeck 
Jenny and Mike Clark 
Jerilyn Stowe 
Jessica and Andrew Love 
Jessica and David Foster 
Jessica Wade 
Jill and Troy Pohlman 
Jo Mautz 
Joanna and Grzegorz Gajewiak 
Jojo Liu and Chris Rusay 
John Foster 
Jordan Frandsen 
Joseph Metz and Claudia Bohner 
Joy Emory 
Joy Pierce 
Judith Wolfe 
Julie Wolfe 
Julie and Gregory Livers 
Julie and Ken Bartel 
Julie and Mark Ban 
Julie Gustin and Alonzo Huntsman 
Julieanne Hall 
Karalee and Ryan Hemingway 
Karen Iresson 
Kari Rice and Robert Carey 
Karin and Vincent Peragine 
Kat and Alan Dayton 
Kate Danhounsrou 
Katherine and Christopher Duncan 
Katherine Biele 
Kathleen Ferdon 
Kathryn Harstad and Mike Elggren 
KC Brennan 
Kelly and Mitch Goff 



Kelly Fisher 
Kelly Hannah 
Kelly Nolan 
Kim Mueller 
Kirk Ireson 
Kristin Maanum and  
  David Nichols 
Kristin Oldroyd 
LaNett Draper 
Laura Vernon 
Leanne Hawken 
Leigh Tolboe 
Lesley McKee 
Leslie and Ulrich Rassner 
Lindsay Godwin 
Lindsey and Victor Hamburger 
Liza Hart and Jeff Dunn 
Lori and Scott Mercer 
Lori Mittan 
Maki and Owen Stewart 
Marion and James Davis 
Mark Jones and Sarah Hadley 
Markell McCubbin 
Marlena and Chad Rogers 
Marlene Lehmbeck 
Marriott Bartholomew 
Matt and Shufen Ripperton 
Matt Rigby and Chandra Lowell 
Matteo Coletti 
Matthew Nelson 
Maurena and Nathan Grossman 
Meg Orsini 
Meghan and Ryan Looper 
Melissa and Ryan Hall 
Michelle Guymon 
Mindy and Troy Cook 
Mona Carlson 
Moni Schwaeerzler 

Monica Ramos Carlson  
Nadja Durbach and  
  Benjamin Cohen 
Nancy Tidwell 
Natalie and Dave Large 
Network for Good 
Newton and Cheryl Saunders 
Nick Challed 
Paige and Charles St. Jeor 
Patty and Joel Trachtenberg 
Patrick Griffin 
Paul and Terrell Dougan 
Paul Rivera 
Peg Hardin 
Petrina Destro 
Rachel and Scott Forrest 
Rachel Hayes-Harb and Basil Harb 
Rayna and Brian Lofgren 
Rebecca Long Okura and 
 Sterling Okura 
Reid Prentice and Tisha Myers 
Renaissance Charitable  
  Foundation Donor Advised Fund 
   for Gary and Frances Hume 
Richard Jenkins 
Richard Ostrander 
Richard St. Jeor 
Rob and Brooke Scott 
Robert and Melissa Jansen 
Rodrigo Madariaga 
Ron and Suzanne Rusay 
Ryan Looper 
Sam and Lizzie Lambson 
Sam West 
Sara and Philip Baese 
Shannon Sweat 
Sharla Dunroe 
Shawn Gurtcheff and 

  David Johnson 
Sherry and Rick Whitty 
Sheryl Ginsberg 
Sookling Low and Mark Shediac 
Sorenson Legacy Foundation 
Spencer and Jenn Anderson 
Stacy Jenkins and Jason Parker 
Stephanie and Emil Cheng 
Stephen Lutz 
Steve Loewy 
Steve Winitzky 
Sun Liu 
Susan Roberts 
Suyin Chong and David Valenzuela 
Tatiana Mixco 
Teri Mumm 
The Merryweather Family  
  Charity Fund 
The Michel Foundation 
Theresa Brenner 
Tenly Liu 
Thomas and Jill Stringham 
Tiffin and Tim Roberts 
Tim and Megan Gibbons  
Tim Gibbons Videographpy 
Tim Horyna 
Timothy Thompson 
Torey Couper 
Tracey Thompson and  
  Stephen Brown  
Tristyn Wilkerson 
Troy Booher 
Vicki Mortensen 
Wendy Smith 
William and Connie McKee 
William Arnold 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Salt Lake Arts Academy Governing      
Board 2021-22      
John Bakken 
Julie Bartell 
Anneliese Booher 
Suyin Chong 
Kelly Goff 
Greg Ostrander 
Leanne Hawken 
Alonzo Huntsman, Chair 
Julie Livers 
Tatiana Mixco 
Joy Pierce 
Matt Nelson 
Rob Scott 
 
Salt Lake Arts Academy Administration 
Deborah Candler, Principal and CAO 
Katy Andrews, Advancement Director 
Moni Schwaerzler, Business Manager 
Jennifer Burrow-Sanchez, Assistant Principal 
Jen Guillory, Administrative Coordinator 
 
844 South 200 East 
Salt Lake City, Utah 94111 
www.slarts.org 
 
 

 
 

 


