
Welcome to  
Family Math
Night

• Noah Webster Academy

• October 26, 2017

• Kindergarten – Sixth 
Grade



www.GreatMinds.org/Parents

Math Night

Agenda

• Understanding vs. “It just does”
• Focusing on “why”
• Why the need for change.
• What is Eureka math?
• Tools for parents

• *Please write and save any 
questions until the end*
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Understanding vs “It Just Does…”

Teacher’s Questions

 Why does a magnet attract its 

opposite?

 Why does this sentence start with 

a capital letter?

 Write a paragraph on all the 

reasons you love candy.

 Why did the author use these 

words to describe the character?

 Why did the pilgrims leave 

England?

Scholar’s Answers

 It just does.

 It just does.

 I just do

 He just does.

 They just did.



Why is math 
any different?

 Have we been okay 

with “it just does” 

because scholar’s can 

complete their 
assignment?

 If you can’t explain 

why you did 

something, do you 
really have an 

understanding?



How many 
times has this 
happened?

 You walk into work 

and your boss gives 

you a worksheet of 

math problems to 
solve before you can 

leave.

 Scholars need to be 

problem solvers, not 
just worksheet finishers.



Understanding 

Math

 The Utah State Standards 

specifically uses the word 

“understand” in K-6 

mathematics over 80 times!

 No longer “find the answer” 

but rather “explain how you 

found your answer” 



Teachers 
are already 
finding 
success



What is Eureka Math?
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Eureka Math is…

Aligned
• To Utah State Standards
• http://www.uen.org/

Coherent
• A story that builds

Comprehensive
• Print, digital & support
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Not “new math” just 
a new way of 
teaching everyone.

 How many of us felt this way 

in math?

 We want everyone to 

succeed!

 Scholar’s who have never 

understood math are now 

seeing it and it’s clicking.



Multiple methods = 
multiple scholars 
success

 Do you see your method up 

there?

 Do you see they all got the right 

answer?

 We want to teach to each 

scholar.

 Sometimes this is the “Eureka way” 

and sometimes it’s not.

 Teachers are in charge of the 

class.  Not a program.



What are the Utah State Standards?
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• The Utah State Standards provide a consistent, clear  
understanding of what students are expected to learn

• The standards are designed to be robust and relevant to the real  
world, reflecting the knowledge and skills that our young people need  
for success in college and careers

• With American students fully prepared for the future, our  
communities will be best positioned to compete successfully in the  
global economy

• Eureka Math is Utah State Standards aligned
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Noah Webster Academy helps scholars and 

parents look toward the future.

Junior High 

 Junior highs NWA graduates 

attend expect students to be 

fluent with current K-6 Utah State  

Standards.

 We want them to transition as 

easily as possible.

 Our set of standards at NWA 

should set our scholars up to 

succeed at the next level.

 Even transferring to another 

elementary school.    

University / College

 ACT’s & SAT’s are reflecting the 

change in standards.

 There are many more “whys” and 

“explain your answer” than there 

used to be.

 Preparing them now to think that 

way will be extremely beneficial.



Eureka Math is aligned

• Highest rating of all K–8 curricula evaluated
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Parent

Support
• Sign up for a free account at 

greatminds.org/signup to access:

• Homework Helpers (PK-12)

• Parent Tip Sheets (K-8)*

• Grade Roadmaps (K-8)*

• Sample problems*

• Card Games*

• Videos*

*available in English and Spanish
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Also on the NWA website…







Tips for helping your child with math  
homework
• Have your child explain what concepts they  

are learning.

• Ask questions:
• Can you explain?
• What strategy did you use?
• How else can you solve it?

• Be positive about your child’s math education.

• Use Eureka Math Parent Resources:
• Parent Tip Sheets
• Homework Helpers
• Videos
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The importance 

of IXL

 Scholars reach mastery, not 
completion.

 Do it until you get it.

 Easy to follow explanations 
when a problem is missed.

 Suggested activities to work 
on.

 Diagnostic tool to challenge 
higher ability levels and 
remediate unmastered 
concepts.



How to promote mathematical 
thinking at  home
• Eureka Math games

• Tracking things over time
• Height of a plant in the garden,  

amount of rainfall, etc.

• Adding math to activities they  
enjoy
• Tallying the score at miniature golf,  

calculating expenses for a  
vacation, etc.

• Art project using geometric  
shapes
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We want to educate, 
not frustrate.

 You and your scholar’s teacher are 
partners in your scholar’s education.  

 We urge you to work together to help 
your scholar succeed in math.

 Scholar’s are also urged to take a larger 
role in their education by asking 
questions and seeking help when they 
need it.

 If something isn’t working, speak up!  
Teachers are masters at adjusting and 
adapting as long as they are aware 
there is a problem.

 Help is ALWAYS available whenever 
teachers, parents, and especially 
scholars need it.
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Questions?
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